Community-Police
CPPB
Partnership Board
Rev. David Holder
Community Co-Chair

Rev. David Holder is the Senior Pastor of New York
Covenant Church in New Rochelle. A longtime advocate for
Police reform and community policing, Holder helped launch
the Youth Police Initiative (YPI), led prayer rallies to address
Police conduct, and is a founding member of the New
Rochelle Alliance for Justice (NRAJ). Holder also served on the
African American Advisory Board to the Westchester County
Executive and on the Board of Directors of HOPE Community
Services. The central focus of Holder’s vocational mission “is
to bring mercy, compassion and justice to oppressed
communities – particularly Black and Brown – so that all
people are protected and served.”

Deputy Commissioner
Robert Gazzola
Police Co-Chair

Deputy Commissioner Robert Gazzola joined the New
Rochelle Police Department in 1986, rising through the ranks
to Sergeant in 1993, Lieutenant in 1996, and Captain in 2002,
before attaining his current position in 2018. Among other
critical leadership responsibilities, he has served as Captain of
the Police Services Division and as Captain of the Criminal
Investigations Division. On July 1st of this year, Gazzola will
become the Commissioner of the NRPD. Gazzola grew up in
New Rochelle and attended the New Rochelle public schools,
graduating from New Rochelle High School in 1982. He holds
a Bachelor’s Degree from Iona College and received a
Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Marist College.

Dr. Betty Campbell
Community

Dr. Betty Campbell is an adjunct professor of criminal and social justice and the Commissioner
of Jurors for Westchester County, the first African-American woman to attain this position in NYS.
She has 25 years of experience in criminal justice and law, including nearly a decade at the
Manhattan DA’s Office in its Witness Aid Service Unit, Alternative to Incarceration Unit, and Drug
Treatment Alternative to Prison Program. Dr. Campbell served as Director of the 9th Judicial
Problem Solving Courts, which she spearheaded, and is also a trauma-informed response trainer.
A lifelong resident of New Rochelle, she seeks to apply her “extensive research on leadership in
policing and experience working with diverse communities to create positive change.”

Karina Cortez
Community

Karina Cortez is a career counselor for WestCop at 95 Lincoln Avenue, where she works closely
with clients from the surrounding community. Cortez served previously as the Program Director for
the Strive Leadership Academy, designing and implementing programs for youth and families, and
has also been a recipient of the Hispanic Heritage Community Service Award from the New
Rochelle Youth Bureau. A 2013 graduate of New Rochelle High School, Cortez has “seen firsthand
that certain parts of our community have tensions with the Police [and wants] to help create a
partnership and build respect.”

Natasha Fapohunda
Community

CPPB

Natasha Fapohunda is an attorney and member of the New Leadership Board of the Legal Aid
Society, with which she has worked on civil and criminal pro bono initiatives. She served on and
contributed significantly to the New Rochelle Policing Review Committee and has wide-ranging
professional and personal connections among national and regional Police reformers. As the mother
of 3 fourth-generation New Rochelleans, Fapohunda is committed to “improving public safety for all
and advancing towards a more just, equitable, and sound policing framework for New Rochelle,
[within the] broader context of structural inequities and the legacy of racism that still haunt our
institutions and surroundings.”

Kathleen Gill

City Administration
Kathleen Gill is the City of New Rochelle’s Corporation Counsel and Chief of Staff, with wide-ranging
municipal duties related to law, planning, development, and administration. She began her career in
City government in 1995 and now serves as the principal legal advisor to both the City Manager and
the City Council, responsible for safeguarding New Rochelle’s legal interests in both legislative and
administrative contexts. A member of the New York State and New Rochelle Bar Associations, Gill
holds degrees from Skidmore College, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, and Pace Law, where she
was an editor of the Environmental Law Review.

Lt. Edward Hayes
Police

Lieutenant Edward Hayes is the New Rochelle Police Department’s Training Director, responsible
for overseeing the Department’s annual in-service training program, recruit training, firearms
training, and all specialized training, as well as the selection of Department Instructors. A 30-year
veteran of the NRPD, he also serves as the Department’s New York State Accreditation Program
Manager, responsible for researching and drafting policies and procedures and for writing federal
and state grants. Hayes has received the NRPD’s highest award – the Police Commissioner’s Award –
one “C” Citation, six Commendations, a Life Saving Award, the PBA Appreciation Award, and the 16Year Perfect Attendance Award.

Michael Kushner
Community

Michael Kushner is a criminal and civil rights attorney. For the past fifteen years, he has
represented hundreds of defendants in state and federal court on matters such as false arrests,
excessive force, malicious prosecution, and related issues. In addition, he has worked with New York
City’s Civilian Complaint Review Board (CCRB) in the course of its investigations of clients’ misconduct
claims. A media and roundtable commentator on Police reform, Kushner has “a strong interest in
promoting good policing practices and helping to foster a respectful relationship between the
community and the Police, based on accountability.”

Minister Mark McLean
Community

Minister Mark McLean is the President of the New Rochelle Branch of the NAACP, the President
of the Inter-Religious Coalition of New Rochelle, the Vice Chair of New Rochelle’s African-American
Advisory Committee, a clergy leader at Generations Church, a member of the Clergy Rapid
Response Team of New Rochelle, and a former member of the Westchester County Human Rights
Commission. An outspoken advocate on issues related to racial justice and public safety and a
lifelong resident of New Rochelle who grew up in public housing, McLean is committed to “effective
and empathetic policing in our community [and to] cultivating strong, constructive partnerships
with our Police Department.”

Hon. Yadira Ramos-Herbert

CPPB

City Council

Yadira Ramos-Herbert is serving her first term as the representative for District Three on the New
Rochelle City Council, after having previously served as a Trustee of the New Rochelle Public Library.
She was the facilitator of New Rochelle’s Policing Review Committee and was instrumental in
developing the recommendations at the heart of the City’s policing reform efforts. In addition,
Ramos-Herbert is the Associate Dean of Students and Registration Services at Columbia Law School.
Ramos-Herbert is committed to “promoting equity for all of New Rochelle’s residents and ensuring
that our community is both safe and just.”

Lt. Raul Rodriguez
Police

Lieutenant Raul Rodriguez has been the Executive Officer of the Police Services Division of the
New Rochelle Police Department since 2016. Rodriguez joined the NRPD in 1999 and has been
assigned a range of progressively more significant responsibilities and positions since, including the
1st Tour Patrol, the PACT unit, the Criminal Investigative Division-Special Investigation Unit, the 3rd
Tour as 1st line Patrol Supervisor, the Harbor Unit as the Unit Supervisor, and the 3rd Tour as the
Assistant Tour Commander. Rodriguez graduated from the State University of New York Empire
State College in 2009 with a Bachelor of Science degree in Criminal Justice.

Det. Lt. Neil Reynolds
Police

Detective Lieutenant Neil Reynolds has been a member of the NRPD since 1994 and presently
oversees the Internal Affairs Unit, having been previously assigned to the Patrol Division, the
Community Policing Unit, and the Property Theft Unit. He has been certified as a D.A.R.E. officer in
elementary schools and a bicycle officer. Reynolds, who is also an attorney, has received seven
Commendations, three Class “C” Citations, two Life Saving Awards, and one Problem Solver of the
Year Award, as well as the NAACP Public Service Award. Reynolds is a member of the Omega Psi Phi
Fraternity, Inc. Omicron Iota Chapter, the Westchester/Rockland Guardians Association, the National
Organization of Black Law Enforcement Executives, and the NAACP New Rochelle Branch.

Wendell Sears
Community

Wendell Sears retired from the NYPD in 2014 after a twenty-nine year career that included
directing flight operations, coordinating training among various specialized units, fostering better
Police/community relations, and liaising with youth service providers. Sears served on New
Rochelle’s Policing Review Committee and on the New Rochelle School Safety Taskforce and is a
member of the National Organization of Black Law Enforcement Officers (NOBLE). He seeks to
promote “greater involvement between community stakeholders and the NRPD to ensure that all
stakeholders regardless of their race or social-economic status receive equitable Police services
and, most importantly, feel that their needs are valued."

www.NewRochelleNY.com/Policing

Community co-chair and members nominated by Mayor Bramson,
subject to approval by the City Council on June 15th.

